Jojo, many thanks for your work explaining this. If it wasn’t for your work on The Hawthorne Tree I would not have understood it. Also, I’m offering some suggestions for changes in the handbook, so that repeats/ voltas are explained as been really related. Obviously a lot of people are confused. 
First, my understanding of the whole concept. (I’m working with version 2.3.2 version 4592407. )
1) A "repeat structure" (REPEAT) can be simple (plays the same in every pass) or it can start the same but have different endings (voltas) for every pass.   

2) A REPEAT has 

a) one repeat begin barline (or none if at the beginning of a piece) 

b) one repeat end barline (for simple repeat) OR  


c) two or more repeat end barlines (for 2 or more voltas). 

3)  For a  REPEAT that plays a section twice (two passes) , the repeat barlines are enough. For more than 2 passes, it is necessary to indicate the total number of plays or passes. This is set right-clicking on a measure (see below), and setting Measure Properties/Play Count to indicate the number of passes (how many times the BEGINNING of the REPEAT is played).  
For a simple REPEAT the  measure is the last bar, the one with the only repeat end barline. 
For a REPEAT  with voltas, the measure is the last of the first volta (the first measure with a repeat end barline). This can be also seen as the total number of passes through the voltas.
NOTE: ( from experimenting with your file, kept only the end, chopped off some portions and added an extra volta 11). 
Bars 1, 2, 3 and 6, as probably expected, have disabled Measure Properties/Play Count fields (grayed out) and set to the value 2 (default, I assume). 
Bar 4, as you explained, should have the Measure Properties/Play Count set to 5.

Bar 5 has an enabled Measure Properties/Play Count set to 2 (default, I assume). Changing it to 1 makes playing stop after playing bar 5 (volta 10). Bar 6 (volta 11) is never played.  Changing it to any number =>3  plays correctly.!

These are my suggestions for changes in the handbook. Additions or changes are shown in larger font, bold and underlined.   Again, these are only suggestions and do not include the recently changed jumps with DS. They only apply to the REPEAT number of passes and which voltas go for each pass. 
(Beginning of the volta section). 
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To add a volta to the score

Use one of the following methods:

· Select a measure, or range of measures and double-click a Volta icon in the Lines palette.

· Drag-and-drop a volta from the Lines palette, then adjust the length as required (see below).

To change the number of measures that a volta covers

1. Double-click the volta to enter edit mode. The end handle is automatically selected.

2. Press Shift+→ to move the end handle forward one measure. Press Shift+← to move the handle backward one measure. Repeat as required.

Note: Only the Shift commands will alter the playback start and end points of the volta. To make fine adjustments to the visual start or end points you can use other keyboard arrow commands, or drag the handles with a mouse, but these do not affect the playback properties.

When you select a start or end handle, a dashed line appears connecting it to an anchor point on the staff. This anchor shows the position of the playback start or end point of the Volta.
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Volta Properties
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Text
You can change the text and many other properties of a volta bracket using the line properties dialog. Right-click on a volta bracket and choose Line Properties.... The figure below shows the volta text as "1.-5."
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This only changes the appearace of the volta (text, hooks, etc). It does make more than 2 passes of a repeat. 
Playback a repeat more than two times. 
Sometimes a repeat plays more than two times. In the figure above, the volta text indicates that it should play five times before it continues. The beginning of the repeat is then played 6 times. To make MuseScore play the desired number of passes , click on the measure containing the end repeat barline (the one with text 1.-5) and change its Measure Properties / Play count (Repeat Count prior to version 2.1)  to 6. See Measure operations: Other properties for details.

You can also right-click on the volta and bring up the volta properties dialog. From here, you can change both the displayed Volta text (the same from the line properties above) and the repeat list. If you want one volta to be played only on certain passes of a repeat and another volta on other passes, enter the pass numbers in a comma separated list. In the example below, this volta will be played as endings for passes  1, 2, 4, 5 and 7. Another volta will have the other endings, like 3, 6 and possibly other higher numbers like 8, 9, etc.

[image: image7.png]


[image: image2]
