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MuseScore Engraving Test:
Style Settings Before Manual Tweaks
8 September 2024

How well can a score be engraved in MuseScore while avoiding/minimising the use of manual tweaks?

To explore this question, I set out to recreate a score that was submitted as an entry to the “Engraving 
Challenge June 2020: Beach Romance” on the Music Engraving Tips facebook group.

Joseph Trefler’s engraving of Amy Beach’s Romance for Piano and Violin received very positive feedback 
and is also available on IMSLP (piano score here and violin part here). Therefore, this is the score that I set 
out to recreate.

The idea was to try and recreate this score and its general look/style as faithfully as possible by editing 
MuseScore’s style settings while also avoiding the use of manual tweaks as much as possible.

I created various versions (see below), each with different amounts of manual tweaking. This was done in 
MuseScore version 4.4.1. Joseph’s score is included for comparison.

If you want to compare the different versions (this is the main purpose of this document), I suggest the 
following method: Open this pdf-document in two tabs in your browser. In each tab, navigate to one of the 
two scores you wish to compare and ensure both scores are open at the same page, system and zoom level. 
The musical content to be compared in both tabs must be positioned to the same onscreen position. Now 
switch back and forth between the two tabs using a keyboard shortcut, and the differences will be 
apparent.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/musicengravingtips/permalink/2423409107957967/
https://vmirror.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/d/d0/IMSLP650111-PMLP162753-Beach-Romance_-_Violin.pdf
https://vmirror.imslp.org/files/imglnks/usimg/d/d5/IMSLP650110-PMLP162753-Beach-Romance_-_Piano_Score.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmaLKU1hc_g


1. Minimal Manual Tweaks

In the following version made with MuseScore, only the absolute minimum amount of manual tweaks 
needed to make the score look acceptable were done. The idea was to correct only the most egregious 
engraving problems and nothing more.
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2. No Manual Tweaks (almost)

In the following version, only these manual tweaks were done:

- positioned the title text, first system, copyright notice, and violin part’s page header to match the original

- manually set system and page breaks

- manual overrides of things like stem direction, text position above or below the staff, triplet markings’ 
visibiliy, etc.

The idea here was to create a score that matched the original’s general layout, but without any manual 
engraving “cleanup” of any kind being done. This score is meant to serve as a baseline for comparison to 
see all the manual tweaks done in the other versions.
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3. Many Manual Tweaks

In the following version, I did lots of manual tweaking. However, I specifically tried to avoid going into 
microscopic-level tweaking or any tweaks that would amount to ridiculous amounts of work.
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4. The Original

As the title says. The following is Joseph’s engraving as available on IMSLP.
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5. MusicXML Import

Having gone down this engraving rabbit hole, I wondered what the result would be if I imported an XML-
export of the original into MuseScore and applied the style settings used in the above versions.

Joseph kindly provided an XML export of his engraving.  This file has two violin-parts, one for the main 
piano score and one for the violin part score. After importing the xml, I hid the appropriate violin staves in 
the main- and part score respectively and removed all system- and page breaks before applying the style 
settings.

The original score was created in Sibelius 20.5.0 according to the pdfs’ document properties. So let’s see 
how MuseScore handled it…
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6. Default Settings

But let’s not stop with an XML import. What would the above version with (almost) no manual tweaks look 
like if I reset all the style settings to default? Let’s see… 
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